
Amesbury
Traffic and Transportation Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date: September 20, 2021
Start: 7:00 PM Virtual Meeting
Attendees: Christopher Falcos, Robert Desmarais, Owen Corcoran, Christine Miller, Matt

Einson, and James Nolan (arrived at 7:16 pm). Lauren Tirone was absent.

 Minutes from the previous meeting were approved (Chris motion to approve, Owen 2nd,
Roll call to approve: Chris-yes, Christine-yes, Owen-yes, Rob-yes, Matt-yes).
Approved.

Old Business
 Changes to short-term parking downtown, outdoor seating and 15 minute parking spaces

by Angela Cleveland.
 Angela was not in attendance. No updates. Motion to continue: Rob, Chris 2nd.

Chris-yes, Christine-yes, Owen-yes, Rob-yes, Matt-yes. Motion passes.

 Request for a 4-Way Stop at the intersection of Pond Street and High Street by Gage
Foley.

 Rob stated he did not have an update at this time and was still trying to get the
traffic study done. Rob said he was trying to get Merrimack Valley Planning
Commission to do the study, but it looked like they were getting tasked to go
somewhere else so he will have to hire a consultant. Rob explained that because
we pay into the MVPC they will do some traffic studies as technical assistance,
but as he said they have been tasked somewhere else. Rob made a motion to
continue this until November, Chris 2nd. Chris-yes, Christine-yes, Owen-yes,
Rob-yes, Matt-yes. Item will be continued until the November meeting. Motion
passes.

 Abutter notices by Rob Desmarais.
 Rob stated that the Mayor is putting together a group of all people from all of the

board to unify our abutter notices. So now that we have settled on our own
process it is unknown if it will change. They want a consistent way for the boards
and commissions to notify abutters. Right now every board does it differently.
Rob said that they are going forward with that plan and he does not know when
that will be done but assumes it will be within the next month or two. This will
be continued until next meeting.
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 Request for speed bumps on Lake Attitash Way by Crystal Reed.
 Crystal Reed was not in attendance. Rob stated that I believe we were waiting to

see what impact the 25 mph speed limit had on the area. Rob was not sure if
Crystal was at the last meeting or has been here for a few meetings and if that was
the case made a suggestion that it be dropped from the agenda. Matt asked if
there was a motion, to which Rob made a motion to have the item removed from
the agenda with Christine 2nd. Matt asked if there was any discussion to which
Owen asked for clarification about who may be present for that item as he thought
there were others here for the same item. Rob explained that residents from
Spindletree had wanted speed bumps for the same reasons years ago, and if we
were going to do one, we should do the other. Rob went on that we denied those
years ago. Although he did sent out a notice, there was no one present at the
meeting. Matt then stated that we adopted a protocol that if you did not show up
for three meetings then we would just drop it. There was a motion by Rob to drop
the item that was seconded by Christine. Roll call vote: Chris-yes, Christine-yes,
Owen-yes, Rob-yes, Matt-yes. Motion passes.

 Request for “Reduce Speed” signage on Old Merrill Street by Dennis Saraiva.
 Dennis was in attendance. Rob stated that he worked with Chris and the

maintenance director at MassDOT and they are working on a plan, however he
did not have an ETA. Rob said he believes they are clear on our scope of work
and what we would like to see there. The paving will be delayed there because a
water line has to be done. Rob also stated that he has not followed up with them
to see if they will stripe the road before the City does the water line work. Dennis
said to Rob that he had received an email from him on August 13th saying that the
signs would be in within 2-3 weeks, so he does not know what if anything has
changed. Dennis also said that the committee unanimously voted to put the signs
in about 3-4 meetings ago and the signs are still not in. Dennis said that they are
being patient but wanted to understand the path that we are going here.

 Matt asked Chris if there was any update as to the fact that it was a state road and
were we going to be able to put up the 25 mph signs with approval from the state.
Chris said yes we had said that we would have to get permits to put the 25 mph
signs up. Rob stated that was correct but what he told Dennis was that we were
going to put them up anyway, and that he told the police chief that they probably
would not be enforceable. Rob said that Dennis has been very patient and on the
agenda for 6 months waiting for us. Dennis clarified that it was actually
September 18, 2020 so it has been a year. Rob stated that in the interest of doing
something until everything is sorted out with the state he was going to go ahead
and put the signs up. According to Rob the signs are in we are placing the signs
around town, but that they have not gotten to that street yet, but that he will make
sure that it gets done this week. Matt thanked Dennis for his patience. Matt
stated the item will be continued until the next meeting for a follow-up.

 Request for Speed Bumps on Thompson Street by Barbara Pouliot.
 Barbara was not in attendance. Chris made a motion to continue it one last time,

Owen 2nd. No discussion. Roll call vote: Chris-yes, Christine-yes, Owen-yes,
Rob-yes, Matt-yes. Motion passes.



 Request to fix Stop Signs, install Blind Driveway (on Fern Avenue) and install traffic
light at Fern Avenue and Market Street by Joanne Sullivan and Sheila Beach.

 Joanne Sullivan and Sheila Beach were both in attendance. Rob said he met with
his staff out there and he has a plan of action. Rob said that he has not been able
to get the materials in yet. They want to put some stickers that go in the road to
mark the road but they cannot get them in right now, however they put some
signage up. As soon as they get the stickers they will go down. Matt asked if it
was an issue of availability or budget, to which Rob stated availability. Rob said
they actually had gotten them in but they were all cracked and broken so they had
to send them back and they are now waiting for another shipment to come in.
Rob said that the items are a high visibility stop line as well as the word “stop”
that will go further up the road so it will be very clear that there is a stop there.

 Matt asked Rob about the pump station about if it had been trimmed back. Rob
thought that it had been done and asked Joanne to verify, which she stated yes it
had been done. Joanne stated that also a line on the side also had been painted.
Joanne was disappointed that the stop sign could not be moved and pointed out
that there was another accident at that intersection this past Monday. Joanne
thought that a flashing light or caution light was discussed at a prior meeting and
that she thinks all of these things are good strategies but the volume of traffic at
that intersection and the traffic from Cider Hill Farm. Joanne believes it is in
need of a longer term mitigation of this issue. Matt stated he was a firm believer
in trying things and seeing if they work and if they don’t to explore other avenues.
Matt then asked Chris if he had any thoughts on the matter. Chris stated that the
blinking lights are a good countermeasure, however the problem is you need to
get power to the lights, however there are solar options but they are not always
perfect, and if you do not get enough solar power the lights go down and it’s
useless. These are also very expensive. Chris did state however that an option
that might not solve the issue at the intersection but might reduce some speeds is
that we could apply for a safety zone around the Cider Hill Farm. It is a new
thing that got pushed through the legislature a bit ago where you can add safety
zones which is basically any place where there are vulnerable road users such as
bicyclists, pedestrians where they are in high volume and you can apply for a
safety zone and put up signs that say 20 mph. It is not that big of a difference but
it could slow down speed on one side but for the intersection itself, besides what
Rob said about reconfiguring the intersection to make it tighter there is not too
much more that can be done from what Rob said. Sheila stated that maybe if you
painted a median in the roadway that will push cars to pull up to a spot where they
have better visibility might help. Sheila went on to say that in order for people to
see if cars are coming south on Market Street from Fern Avenue, cars have to pull
out so far that they are almost in the middle of the intersection. Chris asked
Sheila if what she was talking about was like a “pork chop” island or a triangle, to
which Sheila said yes. Both Rob and Chris agreed that this might work and Rob
stated he would see if he could lay that out and he could get that out relatively
quick. Rob made a motion for the DPW to see if they could get a painted island
at the center of Fern Ave at the intersection on the west side of Market Street, 2nd

by Chris. Roll call vote: Chris-yes, Jim-abstain, Christine-yes, Owen-yes, Rob-
yes, Matt-yes. Motion passes.



New Business
 Extending the 2-hour parking along Market Street to Cedar Street (currently ends at Fruit

Place) by Paul Eastman (Phat Cats Bistro).
 Paul Eastman was in attendance. Paul would like to extend the 2-hour parking up

Cedar Street. Currently the 2 hour parking ends at Market and Fruit Place. Paul
states that he lives in the area but also runs a business and people who live around
there park for days on end and that area is still considered part of the downtown
business district. Paul stated that he owns Phat Cats Bistro and their business
relies on on-street parking. Matt asked if there was any reason why the 2-hr
parking could not be extended. Rob stated no, however Rob recalled that we had
just reduced some of the 2-hr parking back to the area of Busy Bee Pizza. Jim
Nolan also stated that was also the case. Matt asked Paul if he had an agreement
with someone who had an oversized parking area that would allow his patrons to
park at. Paul stated yes but it was mainly for their staff to park and has nothing to
do with patrons parking. Rob stated that he found the information when we
changed the 2-hr parking down to Busy Bee and that was December 4, 2019
where there was a request that the 2-hr parking limit be eliminated on Market
Street from the fire hydrant (at Fruit Place) north by Cathy Toomey, however she
withdrew her request so it was never eliminated. Matt stated that since it is still
considered the downtown district does someone want to make a motion to extend
the 2-hr parking up to Cedar Street. Chris asked the question of notifying
abutters. Rob stated that abutters were notified the first time this issue was on the
agenda last month when the meeting was accidently canceled. Paul stated
everyone was notified by phone. Matt stated he was comfortable since this is still
considered the downtown district and it should already by 2-hrs as it is. Jim
Nolan made a motion to extend the 2-hr parking up to Cedar Street with Chris 2nd.
There was no further discussion. Roll call vote: Chris-yes, Jim-yes, Christine-yes,
Owen-yes, Rob-yes, Matt-yes. Motion passes. Matt asked Rob how long it
would take for the signs to go up and Rob stated approximately 2-weeks but they
would get on it as soon as they could.

 Removal of sweeping right-hand turn onto Whitehall Road from Friend St to a 90% turn
by Tylor Dodge.

 Matt stated that according to Sgt. Tirone, Mr. Dodge asked that this item
withdrawn and be removed from the agenda. Matt asked for a motion to remove
the item. Motion by Jim, 2nd by Owen. No other further discussion. Roll call
vote: Chris-yes, Jim-yes, Christine-yes, Owen-yes, Rob-yes, Matt-yes. It will be
removed from the agenda.

 Councilor Wheeler entered the meeting at this time and asked Rob if there was a
current Complete Streets project to address the issue with Whitehall Road. Rob
stated when you enter a Complete Streets program you have to put a universe of
projects together and this is one of them and it does come down to funding.

 Councilor Wheeler then asked about an old business item regarding the stop signs at
Pond and High Streets and if this was still continued or if you are planning for the traffic
study yet. Rob stated that we are going to come back at the November meeting for it and
hopefully we will have some results at that point. Councilor Wheeler stated thank you
because he had a few people asking about it and he just wanted to know the status.



Matt asked for a motion to adjourn. Jim made the motion with Chris 2nd. Roll call vote: Chris-
yes, Owen-yes, Christine-yes, Rob-yes, Jim-yes, Matt-yes.

Next meeting scheduled for October 18, 2021 at 7:00 pm. Jim stated he would not be in
attendance as he will be out of town.

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m.


